
Public participation barrier checklist
Before you embark on your next community engagement initiative, you can cross-

check if you have addressed every participation barrier with every community 
stakeholder group throughout the planning, design, delivery, and review phases.

Describe your target stakeholder group:
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Potential 
participation 
barrers: 

Will this prevent 
them from 
engaging? 

How would this prevent 
them from engaging?

How can I overcome this 
barrier through the design, 
launch, and delivery of my 
engagement strategy?

Lack of Time

Disability or 
impairment

Distrust

Digital 
Capability
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Potential 
participation 
barrers: 

Will this prevent 
them from 
engaging? 

How would this prevent 
them from engaging?

How can I overcome this 
barrier through the design, 
launch, and delivery of my 
engagement strategy?

Privacy 
Concerns

Language

Internet 
Access

Financial 
Strain

Education 
Level

Location
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